New Storm water fees proposed for rural residents
Public Meeting Thursday, October 1, 2009,  5 to 8 pm 

Navan Memorial Community Centre (1295 Colonial Road)

The City of Ottawa is currently reviewing the methods used to recover costs for the delivery of drinking water, sanitary and storm water services. This proposal will affect ALL residents in Ottawa, whether they receive municipal water and sewage services or not.
Among the options being considered are:

Option A : Increasing the base rate for drinking water and waste water, plus charging for the actual amount of water used – this proposal affects only residents currently paying municipal water bills. 

Option B: Same as option A, except transferring storm water costs to a fee levied on the tax bill. This change amounts to a tax increase for ALL Ottawa residents. For rural residents, this new fee is approximately $10 per month.

Option C: Same as option A, except that storm water costs will be divided between serviced and unserviced areas of the city, with fees added to the water bill for urban residents and added to the tax bill for residents who do not received municipal water and sewage.

Option D: Current rate structure – volumetric charge applied to water and waste water, plus a fire charge fee.

This change promises to be the first of many tax increases for rural residents, who are being asked to shoulder the burden of Ottawa’s increasing infrastructure costs. The City does not define what storm water services are being provided to rural residents.

Residents have not been provided with adequate, timely information about this change that affects them.  The City has provided limited opportunities for public consultation.

Get involved. Read the report online.  Attend the meeting in Navan. Write to city staff to express your opposition. 
