Cumberland Community News – 
Urban Boundary Battle: Round Two
Council plans to reconsider urban boundary decision on Feb. 24

City council is considering re-examining the urban boundary decision when it meets again on Wednesday, Feb. 24. Some councillors say the city shouldn’t spend money fighting appeals from developers and landowners at the Ontario Municipal Board. They argue that the city should go back to the original staff proposal of allowing development on 850 hectares of land – including the large Tamarack development in Cumberland -- in order to save legal costs.
The problem is that reopening the decision will not eliminate appeals to the OMB – it will create more of them. It will encourage even more developers to come forward who were not approved in the first round.  
It’s time for city council to take leadership. The city and province have guidelines for smart growth. Their vision is to intensify development within the urban core, protect agricultural land and prevent urban sprawl.

There is no provincial requirement to provide any additional land for development in the official plan. The city already has more than a 20 year supply of land, so on what grounds could developers win at OMB?
We need to strongly oppose a reopening of this decision. Expansion of the urban boundary increases the cost and difficulty of providing services, increases taxes for everyone across the city, makes transit less effective, and is environmentally harmful.  These costs and the prospect of uncontrolled growth far outweigh any legal savings.
Council needs a two-thirds majority vote in order to re-open the decision on the urban boundary when it meets on Wednesday, Feb. 24.
What can you do? Tell council to stand firm on smart city planning, despite legal threats from developers.

· Write to Councillor Rob Jellett 
Rob.Jellett@ottawa.ca
· Attend the council meeting on Wednesday, Feb. 24 at 10 am in Andrew Hayden Hall
· Attend the public rally outside City Hall on Feb. 24 at noon

