Submission to Transportation Committee
By the Cumberland Village Community Association

Re: Ottawa Road 174 – In Service Road Safety Review
I am writing on behalf of the Cumberland Village Community Association to provide input on your draft safety study for Regional Road 174 and to raise concerns from Cumberland residents. 

We share your concerns about safety and are encouraged to see that the City is examining this vitally important issue. Regional Road 174 passes through Cumberland and many of the accidents occur near access roads to the Village.
Your report states that a total of 270 collisions, including five fatalities, were reported between January 1, 2003 and December 31, 2007. We note that the majority of the accidents are rear-end collisions.

According to your statistics, the average daily volume is close to 19,000 vehicles and the average operating speed ranges from 95 to 104 km per hour on roadway segments posted at 90 km/hr and 95-99 km per hour where the posted speed is 80 km per hour.

We argue that given the number of driveways and intersecting roads along Regional Road 174 and volume of commuters, the current speed limits of 80 and 90 km per hour are unsafe.
Our priority is to ensure that Regional Road 174 is safe for all Cumberland residents. Residents who live along the Ottawa River have the right to expect that they can enter their streets and driveways safely without risking their lives. 

Your report does not examine reducing the speed limit through the Village, where many residents enter and exit the Regional Road, or strategies to redirect or reduce commuting traffic coming from outside the city limits.  
We are concerned that a corridor-wide speed zone review is not scheduled for implementation until 2011.  We believe that this study should be moved forward and given high priority.
Road safety findings – High rate of collisions
While accidents occur for a variety of reasons, we argue that the most common causes are due to drivers making a turn and being rear-ended or drivers recklessly passing to get around those who are making a turn. 

Regional Road 174 has several intersections: Quigley Hill, Cameron Street, East Shore Lane, Morin Road, and Kinsella Road. In addition, there are several residential driveways and a Catholic church along Regional Road 174. One of the reasons for the high number of rear end collisions relates to speed.  In order to make the exit, drivers must slow down, which affects the cars behind them.  The fact that most drivers are travelling at speeds between 80 and 100 km per hour makes this particularly dangerous. 

We argue that since this road passes through a residential area and a local church, that the speed limit on Regional Road 174 should be reduced to between 50 to 60 km per hour at the Cumberland city limits (between Quigley Hill and Kinsella) and between 60 and 70 km per hour from Quigley Hill to Trim Road.
This would be consistent with the City of Ottawa’s Speed Zoning Policy which outlines considerations for setting safe speed limits. Highlights of the policy are presented below, with relevant areas marked in bold:
1. Establishing Speed Limits on Roadways
“The criteria for determining speed limits are based upon finding a safe and reasonable speed limit for existing conditions.  The safe speed limit depends upon the number and type of hazards or conflicts that the driver may encounter at any one time.
A road study will determine the appropriate speed limit and should consider the speed characteristics of the users of the road, the design speed, the number of intersecting streets on the section of the road under consideration, and the length of the speed zone.  
Additional elements that can be considered in a traffic engineering study of speed zoning for a road section include: 
· number of driveways per kilometre
· lane width
· street classification
· median design
· shoulder type and width
· presence of sidewalks and degree of pedestrian and cycling activity
· parking activity
· general horizontal and vertical alignment
· collision rate
Passing lanes on 174
We are also concerned about the west-bound passing zone which ends at Morin Road. The residents of Village Boise, which is accessed from Highway 174 via Morin Road have expressed concerns about safety at this intersection.  
At the moment, passing on Highway 174 is permitted from Kinsella up to Morin Road, which endangers those residents making a right hand turn, westbound, onto the Highway from Morin Road.  Often, there is a gap in the traffic travelling westbound on the 174 which permits a resident to make a turn. However, because passing is allowed, there have been many occasions when the resident is prevented from making a turn due to the fact that a car is passing and intending to re-enter traffic where Morin Road meets the Highway.  We request therefore that passing not be allowed on this stretch of the highway.
 

Widening Highway 174
We agree with your report’s conclusion that “four-laning” OR 174 from east of Trim Road to Canaan Road (city limits) and introducing passing lanes would not improve safety.  

Accordingly, we do not support widening Regional Road 174 or pursuing an environmental assessment in preparation for four-laning OR 174.
Widening Regional Road 174 to four lanes would cut Cumberland in half and have a severe negative impact on the community.  Through our community vision plan, we are working to connect our community and to increase access to the Ottawa River. 
This road has been identified by Cumberland residents as a scenic route that should be protected and maintained as two lanes. We feel that it is not appropriate from an environmental or a community perspective to have an expressway along a river. 
We suggest that an alternate route should be found to direct commuters from the Rockland area and that public transit should be more widely used by residents of Prescott Russell.

CVCA Mandate
The Cumberland Village Community Association represents the residents of Cumberland in the village and beyond, covering the territory east to Canaan Road, west to Cardinal Creek, north to the Ottawa River, and south to French Hill Road.  
Our mandate is to preserve the historic and rural character of Cumberland, to build a sense of community, and to protect the quality of life for all residents in the community.

The Cumberland Village Community Association wants to be consulted on this issue and for residents to have an opportunity to provide input to the process. We look forward to working together to make Regional Road 174 safer for all Ottawa residents.

Rebecca Dufton, President
Cumberland Village Community Association

